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Welcome to the FSM Supreme Court Law 

Libraries (FSMSCLL) where we strive to provide 

access to legal information to all patrons who 

come through the door.  

 

Mission: 

To ensure that the FSMSCLL provide current and 

comprehensive legal reference and information 

services to the judiciary, bar members and the 

general public throughout the four FSM States.  

 

Vision: 

To assume the leading role in supporting the legal 

research activities of the judiciary, bar members, 

staff and its large community by: 

     1. Creating access to local, state, national, and 

international legal information; 

     2. Developing and publishing electronic and 

other legal information products for the benefit of 

judges, bar members, staff and the community; 

     3. Designing information and communication 

systems linking the FSM Supreme Court website

(s) to state, national, regional, and international 

sources; 

     4. Providing assistance for the Trial Counselors’ 

Program and others in the process of legal research 

and information retrieval while utilizing a variety 

of methods and formats; and 

     5. Serving as the legal information resource 

center for the Citizens of the Federated States of 

Micronesia. 

 

Our values: 

 Customer focus:  

 Professionalism:  
 Accountability:  
 Respect:  

Addresses: 

 
FSM Supreme Court  

Main Office 

Law Library 

Palikir, Pohnpei  FM  96941 

Phone: (691) 320-2763/2764 

Fax: (691) 320-2756 

E-mail: lawlibrary@fsmsupremecourt.org 

 

FSM Supreme Court Office 

Law Library 

Weno, Chuuk  FM  96942 

Phone: (691) 330-2396 

 

FSM Supreme Court Office 

Law Library 

Colonia, Yap  FM 96943                                    

Phone: (691) 350-2159  

FSM Supreme Court Office 

Law Library 

Tofol, Kosrae  FM  96944 

Phone: (691) 370-3185  
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2nd Edition of Research4Life MOOC  

This is a kind reminder that the call for applications 

for the 2nd edition of Research4Life MOOC will 

end on 7 April, Tuesday. You are very much encour-

aged to apply for it yourselves or share it with your 

colleagues, partner organizations and/or members of 

your institutions. The course content is same as the 

one delivered at the end of 2019. It will be in Eng-

lish. Please see the full announcement below in this 

email. 

 Those who are from the least developed countries 

may also want to check out the partnership an-

nouncement with The United Nations Technology 

Bank. The same course will be offered for the least 

developed countries in June and October 2020. Any-

one who is interested in it can sign up for either edi-

tion. For details, please refer to the announcement or 

email us at AIMS@fao.org. 

HAPPY EASTER TO 

ALL 
 

The FSMSCLL wishes you 

all a blessed Holy Week and a 

Peaceful Easter. Easter brings 

us hope, may it linger in our 

hearts forever. Easter is 

God’s blessing to the world. It is his way of telling 

us that, love and hope still exist in the world. 

 

Easter is the time to spread the joy and happiness 

that Christ has brought about into our lives, to every-

one we meet. 

 

I wish you and your loved ones the renewal of love, 

happiness, and life. Have a wonderful Easter! 

Can You Be Legally Forced to Self-
Quarantine in the United States? 

 
If you are ordered to "quarantine," that means you have been 

exposed to an infectious disease and thus must isolate your-

self from other people until you are no longer contagious. But 

can you be forced to self-quarantine? This arti-

cle addresses some of the common questions on the legal 

rights of the government to quarantine individuals in the U.S. 

 

Does the Government Have Legal Grounds to Force Peo-

ple to Quarantine? 

Yes. The federal government can quarantine people, mainly 

based on the powers it derives from the commerce clause of 

the U.S Constitution. Also, section 264 of the Public Health 

Service Act gives the federal government the authority "to 

take measures to prevent the entry and spread of communica-

ble diseases from foreign countries into the United States and 

between states." 

 

States also have broad police powers, granted to them by the 

Constitution, to ensure the health and welfare of their citizens 

are protected. 

 

Note, the federal and state governments may both im-

pose certain quarantine obligations on citizens. Howev-

er, if there is any conflict with the state and federal or-

ders, the federal law will be given priority. 

 
Is There a Uniform "Self-Quarantine" Law? 

No. States and cities usually draft their own quarantine laws. 

These laws can either be general or specific, depending on 

what best achieves their purpose. Look at the National Con-

ference of State Legislatures for an exhaustive list of each 

state's laws on quarantines. 

 

How Are Quarantines Enforced? 

If a communicable disease is identified in the country, either 

the Center for Disease Control (CDC) or the states may issue 

a quarantine order. An example of such order is 

the Quarantine Order for the Novel Coronavirus issued by the 

CDC, outlining reasons for the order as well as what is re-

quired of citizens. 

If people do not comply with such orders, the police and other 

enforcement organs can get involved. Federal law also gives 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection and U.S. Coast Guard 

officers authority to enforce quarantine orders. 

 

Can the Government Send Me to Jail for Refusing to 

Quarantine? 

The answer is yes, although the rules may vary among 

states. Those who ignore quarantine laws will have mis-

demeanor charges plus fines in most states. States don't 

always strictly enforce the jail sentences since putting a 

person with an infectious disease in the prison population 

often proves to be counterproductive. 

 

Can I Challenge the State's Decision to Quarantine 

Me? 

The Constitution gives you the right not to be denied 

liberty without due process of law. But this does not 

mean you can demand release from quarantine when you 

are potentially carrying a dangerous contagious disease. 

You can, however, ask for some kind of a proceeding to 

determine whether the quarantine is justified. 

 

Can I Be Fired From My Job for Following a Manda-

tory Quarantine? 

Not likely. The Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA) 

gives eligible employees up to 12 weeks of unpaid leave 

for serious health conditions. The question then becomes, 

is being placed under quarantine a serious medical condi-

tion? For instance, people who have been exposed to 

COVID-19 will be ordered to self-quarantine even if they 

don't show any symptoms. 

Although the courts have not decided on this particular 

issue, you will likely qualify for FMLA leave because 

you will receive inpatient care (FMLA qualifies 

"receiving in patient care" as a serious health condition). 

 

STATISTICS: (FSMSCLL, Palikir, 

Pohnpei)  
 

 FSMSCLL Website:  
 Hit Counter: …….5,303 

Circulation:  

   Checked Out Materials………0 

   Checked In Materials ………. 0 
 
Visitors:  12 
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